





food into their vehicle. On an average week, Provision 88
will serve 160 families.

“We get as much blessing as we give,” Mark said.

Bread of Life Mobile
Pantry, based in
Harrisburg in Poinsett
county, has another
unique approach

to hunger relief
efforts in Northeast
Arkansas. Their pantry
is mobile and visits
the campuses of five
technical colleges in

Bread of Life Mobile Pantry visits the

campuses of five technical colleges in
Northeast Arkansas. the area.

Bread of Life Mobile

Pantry provides monthly food distributions to students to
ease the burden of buying groceries so students can focus
on studying and working to better their lives.

“At the beginning of each semester, we really try to make
sure that we have plenty of food to give students, because
we know that makes a difference right then,” said Rev.
Samantha Meadors, Campus Minister at the Wesley
Foundation at A-State. “Many students have given up full
time work to go to school.”

In addition to food, students sometimes receive
household goods, cleaning supplies, and other useful
items provided by local businesses from the communities
served by Bread of Life Mobile Pantry.

According to Christie Jordan, CEO for the Food Bank

of Northeast Arkansas, the Food Bank provides food

to more than 140 different nonprofit agencies and
programs across 12 counties in Northeast Arkansas.
These partner programs — food pantries, soup kitchens,
and shelters — receive food from the Food Bank of
Northeast Arkansas and provide food to families in their
local communities who need assistance. But, when food
donations are down, things get difficult for the agencies
and the people they serve.

“When the food bank runs low we are not able to give as
much as we would like to each family,” explained Mark
from Provision 88. “Our budget only takes us part of the
way. We rely on the Food Bank of NEA for the rest. The
frozen foods, potatoes, and onions (from the Food Bank)
are a necessity for us.”

Scarlett Mullins, Agency Relations Coordinator for the Food
Bank of Northeast Arkansas, said that many of the Food

Bank’s partner agencies are finding it difficult to operate in
the extremely low food conditions that the organization is
currently experiencing.

The bare “shelves” at the Food Bank of Northeast Arkansas. The Food
Bank receives donated food in pallet and truckload quantities.

“When our shelves are bare, agencies struggle to offer a
variety of foods to clients,” Scarlett explained. “Because
the Food Bank is low on food, many food pantries are
having to purchase food items from local grocery stores,
and that drastically impacts their budget.”

The cooler at the Food Bank of Northeast Arkansas has ample room
for more food donations.

Samantha with Bread of Life Mobile Pantry recalled the
start of the fall semester. “We had to go purchase our food
elsewhere, because there weren’t any cans at the Food
Bank,” she said. “We turned to a local grocery store, but
even at wholesale cost, it was more than double the cost
of what we could get at the Food Bank. So our budget
very quickly became tight.”

Unfortunately, tight budgets mean that many food pantries
have to cut their services to people in need.

“When food is low, we can only distribute bags weighing
around six pounds” explained Samantha. “It really made
me understand the importance of the work that the Food
Bank does.”



MONTHLY MEAL MAKERS
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by committing to end hunger in NEA with
your monthly donation to the Food Bank of

Northeast Arkansas.
Visit FoodBankofNEA.org/donate to join the MMM Club.

In an average month, the Food Bank of Northeast Arkansas will:
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provide weekend meals.

Over 74,000 people in Northeast Arkansas face hunger. The Food Bank is looking for supporters to join our Monthly
Meal Makers club. Members agree to make a donation to the
Food Bank of Northeast Arkansas each month of the year. Your
recurring gift will help ensure that food will be on the table
year-round for our neighbors in need. It is through the help and
generosity of people like you that we are able to continue our
work. Your compassionate support truly makes a difference!

The Food Bank of Northeast Arkansas is committed to fighting
hunger in Northeast Arkansas — month after month — and
we need the help of loyal donors who are willing to provide a
sustaining monthly gift.
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